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Robert Shaw is considered to be the most influential choral conductor in American history. This is

the first collection of his letters and notes about music ever published&#151;at another time, it is the

book Shaw would have written himself.The letters are an invigorating mix of music history and

analysis, philosophy, inspiration, and practical advice. Shaw examines technique, but only as a

means to an end&#151;he moves beyond that, delving into the essence of what music is and what it

has to say to us. The heart of the book is composed of Shawâ€™s previously unpublished notes on

fifteen major choral works, ranging from Bachâ€™s B Minor Mass to Stravinskyâ€™s Symphony of

Psalms.Often inspiring and sometime hilarious, these writings reveal the full breadth of Shawâ€™s

knowledge, intensity, and humor.
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Sitting glued to radios-later to TV's, we loved the distinctive sounds of early Fred Waring Glee Club;

Before we heard any name of their Creator, Robert Shaw. Lots of us sang Waring versions of

Christmas Carols; Battle Hymn of the Republic; Onward Christian Soldiers; Dry Bones; surely, Give

Me Your Tired, Your Poor, not-knowing who created crazy-looking phonetic syllables! We waited

until mid-1950's to become aware of Robert Shaw's Collegiate Chorale and its successor the Robert

Shaw Chorale. Most of us first heard early RCA records of JOY To The WORLD; A Treasury of

EASTER SONGS (with young! picture of RS)++Christmas Hymns & Carols; followed by DEEP

RIVER and Spirituals in 1957.Professors Blocker & Page paint vivid pictures of early years of



Robert Shaw! Moving on to Chapter 2- THOUGHTS ON MUSIC, SINGING, REAHEARSAL,

PERFORMANCE...we're introduced to his fascinating Choral Notes from 1970 to 1996. My favorite

section is titled QUIET SINGING and COUNT-SINGING. Anyone lucky enough to sing in his

rehearsals was exposed to quiet-singing (above a whisper)-- My good fortune began in Westminster

Choral Workshops of 1973, 75, 77, again in 1986 Saratoga Springs, Carmina Burana & Brahms'

German Requiem.When Blocker named Shaw's absolute minimum essentials include, (as Caroline

spoke to me, He has perfect rhythm; He knows the Time night or day to the minute with no clocks!)

"Music is Order in Sound and Time!" Only God knows how many unique singing souls he introduced

to permanent essentials ingrained in their music!I must delve into his longest, most valued Chapter

of CONDUCTING THE MASTERPIECES! Naturally he starts with Bach's B-Minor Mass and Bach's

Passions of St. John and St. Matthew...
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